The terrapins and tortoises consist of over 330 species around the world, and are the most threatened reptiles. Sri Lanka is home to three species and two sub-species. One species and the two sub-species appear to form an endemic radiation: Lissemys ceylonensis, Melanochelys trijuga parkeri, Melanochelys trijuga thermalis, Geochelone elegans is widely spread throughout the South Asia. Trachemys scripta is considered as an alien invasive species. A national survey is currently under way regarding the diversity, population, distribution and conservation of these species and this study is a part of the said survey and only focused on L. ceylonensis and M. trijuga thermalis in six districts.
